Crowhurs

esus knows your name. Have you heard

Him call you by your name, as Mary did

on Easter Sunday morning?

Imagine if Jesus had called her, Daughter
of Joachim, or friend, sister, saint or madam?
It wouldn’t have been the same, would it?
Let’s be real. If the person you had seen
killed and buried suddenly appears behind
you and calls you anything, it’s going to be a
memorable moment. But not as valuable and
significant as being called by your own name.
What a lifegiving, healing moment for Mary!

I like to call people by their names but
remembering them is not always easy and I
suspect 'm not alone here. To be honest, I
have to confess, I resort to brother/sister or
child of God, on those occasions when I've

forgotten, or am not sure of someone’s name.

Did you notice how Jesus uses Simon’s
name in the Garden of Gethsemane (Mark
14.37)? And then on Easter Sunday morning,
the angel says to Mary, ‘But go, tell his
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disciples, and Peter.” What a transforming,
healing moment for Peter! From broken,
weeping, denying Simon, he is reminded

of who he is in the Lord’s eyes — Peter — the
Rock. I don’t think Jesus gives up on people,
no matter how badly they fall, do you?

Yes, Jesus knows your name and in fact
Scripture says your name is engraved on the
hand of God. (Isaiah 49:16). In God’s eyes,
you are unique, individual and He delights in
a deep personal relationship with you. Listen
carefully for your name.

Woven throughout this REVIVE!
Newsletter is feedback from some of the
beautiful people who enjoyed our week
long Easter Retreat, plus a heart-warming
lockdown story from Evelyn, who heard God
use her name.

Be encouraged by all you read, let the
Spirit speak to you and stir up your faith and
joy in Jesus afresh.
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e writer to the Hebrews instructs,
I ‘Do not give up meeting together’
(Hebrews 10:25) Clearly they hadn't

seen COVID coming, nor had they reflected
on the housebound, who for various reasons,
are prevented from meeting up. Or were they
writing particularly because of these sorts of
scenarios?

Our Easter Retreat had over 25
participants and in spite of the fact that not
one of them left their homes, it was brilliant!
Yes, wed rather people be at CCHC but look
at the way lockdown hurdles have, and still
are, being overcome. God at work!

Here are some of the participants’
reflections from the Retreat.

>  “Its a miracle”, says Audrey. “Living
on my own and not seeing very many
people, every morning I could put on
this blinking thing (her computer which
clearly she has a love/hate relationship
with!), and there were people — a
company of believers - absolutely
brilliant!”

» Sian said, “a surprise to me was the
wonderful, wrap around feeling of
support from you, the community, and
being in community, buoyed up by
prayers and faith.”

» Karen, reflecting on the Good Friday

»  One morning, Lucia joined us on her

experience of Jesus and the Via
Dolorosa (Stations of the Cross) — the
most important journey ever made in
the history of the world - said, “Although
we didn't travel further than our homes,
we were still on a journey together”

phone, while she was on a train journey!
Howss that for being in community!

: llght coming directly to my consciou

. Reflections from Lockdown

¢ In the April REVIVE! we asked for your
: lockdown reflections. Elaine and Evelyn
¢ share their thoughts.

i After years ‘in the darkness of poor health’ and
: the resulting restrictive lifestyle, I have humbly
: learned that Father God faithfully ministers to
. each of us when we are in any darkness. Lou
. Fellingham’s song ‘Everlasting Arms’ has the

. lines, Lean hard on the Everlasting Arms of

. Father. Since lockdown I've allowed myself to

. do that and have subsequently been blessed

wzth a deeper, richer sense of faith and trust in

€S me
drifting in prayer one morning
ly became aware of a beamn -

from Father God. He spoke directly to me
and told me He loves me, with emphasis
on my name. From this I understood, for
the first time in my almost 80 years, that
God knows me individually! Id known of
His love since Sunday School but had never
really felt loved by Him as an individual.
Now I know for sure and the glow this gave
me has never faded. I am loved by our
Father in heaven. Isn't that a wonderful
thing to know after all these years! 51/&47;4/




Do what you can!

: uring the Easter Retreat, Suzanne
Dspoke of the lady who anointed the
Anointed One with very expensive

¢ perfume (Mark 14:1-11) spurring one of our
: team to wear his own and we won't forget

: itin a hurry! The point of the reflection

: was simply; ‘she did what she could’, as

¢ this sensitive drawing by Catholic poet and

artist, Kathleen Ellinger OFS, so beautifully
illustrates.
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SHE DID WHAT SHE COULD

¢ Trish, feeling useless with a knee injury,

¢ said, “T realised I have had to hand over

: control to God. I can’t do anything. I just have :
: to do what I can and let God handle the rest  :
i and carry me through. I praise God. It has

. really helped me trust in Him.”

i Carole said; “T think there is a sense about

: doing what you can, not what you can't. I tend :
: to try and be perfect in what 1 do, and I try to
. do too much! The week was freeing for me”  :
i Marilyn shared; “It was a good week.

. Continuing is difficult but it’s faith building

¢ and I am going to try, with His help, to live

. under His ‘bespoke yoke’”

It’s the lies of the enemy who says we

¢ fall short, were fruitless. He and others lay

. burdens on us that are NOT from the Lord. :
¢ Jesus simply calls, follow me’ and the offering :
. of what we can do, is a beautiful gift to Him.

He has exceeded our expectations!

lifeless tomb where Jesus lay — new life, light

and mission were birthed. We should not
underestimate what God can do!

Jo said, “I do feel He has exceeded our
expectations. I get a sense of real hope of the
Lord doing a new thing”

Janet writes; “Every day, both in your
teaching and in the powerful community
sharing time in the breakout rooms, I
experienced Jesus’ presence. I heard Him
challenging me to let go of long held
misconceptions and assumptions about myself
and others, and to look at His creation afresh,
through His loving eyes.”

Denise, struggling with poor health,
attended each day of the week, and concluded,
“although we were unable to physically be at
CCHG, Ifelt I was there. It lifted my spirits
hugely and I felt so invigorated.”

Reflect on His birthing, transforming and
sustaining work in your life, with praise!

It’s so good to be reminded that in that dark

EXPRESSIONS
OF FAITH AT
EASTER

following you is sometimes tough and not
as expected. ...
Today I choose to believe.

» Messiah, the faultless, anointed one;
Our anointing seems to leak and we
stumble ...

Today I choose to believe.

» Son of God, Son of Man, Majesty;
You stoop down to me, a sinner, one
who misses the mark ...

Today I choose to believe.

» Jesus, the resurrection and life;
The shadow of death assaults me and
grief is crippling ...
Today I choose to believe.




Remember ...

on remembered his own healing story
Dat CCHC in 1981. Desperately ill,

experiencing circumstances related to
the paranormal, and contemplating suicide,
the Chaplains anointed him with oil. Later that
evening his room was filled with a wonderful
presence. He saw a picture of a white light with
a cross and heard a humming sound around
him; very shortly after that it had all gone and
he was fully healed. Praise God!

The Lord says ... ‘don’t forget the things I
have done for you!”

Brenda quoted Psalm 119, “For I will
never forget what you revealed to me’”, which
reminded her of God revealing Himself to her
at CCHG, transforming her from feeling like
the ‘pond covered in slime. And Brenda was
honest enough to say, “but sometimes in dark
times, we do forget.””

Sally agreed, “Sometimes it’s so easy to forget
in the midst of troubles, and not remember all
that God has already done for us. Just to hang
on to God’s promises, to remember, like the
angel at the empty tomb, ‘He is going ahead of
you into Galilee. There you will see Him, just
as He told you.”

God always remembers you — how can we
always remember God?

CCHC Prayer Requests

Please pray that there will be countless

God encounters as we open up
: again, and that many people use our
: resources to find salvation and healing in
¢ Christ Jesus.

» May 4" — we open Howard’s Well from

: 10am to 3.30pm — Monday to Friday

: »  May 18" - we open residentially on

specific advertised dates.

: »  Pray for the good health and healing of

: all our staff and volunteers, for whom
we give thanks to God.

» Aswe open and furlough finance
: decreases, pray for the finances to pay
staff and maintain infrastructure.

© We thank God that millions and millions

. of people, locked down and housebound,

¢ across the world, have been able to meet

: together on line over this past year. But

¢ there are still many who are suffering from
. loneliness - let us pray and do what we

¢ can that not one is left without human

i companionship! One day I want to hear

¢ Jesus say, ‘When I was home and alone, you
. visited me. Enter into your rest. Or,'When
. I needed a neighbour, you were there!l’

We are so looking forward to welcoming you
all back to CCHC very soon. See Facebook

Contact details: 01424 830204

Light from heaven breaking through
the stormy clouds by the ...

Indwe]]jng Holy Spirit - comforting
and guiding my ...

Faith and trust in Father God and ...
Emerging with Jesus - blossoming

gradually with confidence - because
EVERYONE matters to Him!
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