R

December 2021 Newsletter

EVIVE!

T
‘

here is always a miracle around the
corner’.
The Church seasons of Advent and
Christmas point to miracles – those occasions
where only God can be the explanation. Mary
asked the angel, ‘How will this be, since I am a
virgin?’ God replied ‘The Holy Spirit will …’. The
only way to explain the miracle that Jesus was
born of a virgin is ... God did it!
Can you understand why God wants to be
with us? I think I can. When I look around and
see the beauty; a nuthatch, wren, woodpecker,
sheep chomping in the field, the stunning
sunsets over Bexhill-on-Sea, and the beauty of
the people around, who wouldn’t want to be in
such an environment, in such company? We
love it!
It’s not always like that though, is it? We’re
not blind, deaf or immune to the devastating
impact of darkness and evil, of selfish people
that surround us, like they did Jesus, are we?
Sometimes it’s like Sodom and Gomorrah. Let’s

Today in the town of
David a Saviour has
been born to you; he is
the Messiah, the Lord.
Luke 2:11

not forget that at Jesus’ second Advent, His
judgement will be swift, final and eternal!
When people forget that God is God and
we are not, the results are not good. Satan was
thrown out of heaven and Adam and Eve were
expelled from the Garden of Eden because they
forgot that God is God.
So many of our problems stem from
forgetting God. We need to renew our efforts to
call people back to God, to boldly proclaim, turn
away from the ways of the world and believe
Jesus! There is always a miracle just around the
corner, when we walk with and wait for Jesus.
May your Christmas be filled with moments
of breath-taking, jaw dropping, ‘oh my goodness’
miracles as you encounter Jesus in all you do.
The Lord is with you – enjoy!

With love and prayers from us all at
Crowhurst, Steve and Veronica
Ps Deborah Brodie said, “Seeing a miracle will
inspire you, but knowing you are a miracle will
change you.”
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Miracles birthed by faith
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Martyn Lloyd Jones said, ‘Miracles
are not meant to be understood, they
are meant to be believed.’
If Mary and Joseph, the shepherds and
the wise men tried to understand what they
had seen or heard from the angels or the star,
I don’t think they would have experienced
the miracle they did. Each was divinely
persuaded (that’s God at work – birthing
faith) and each had to make a choice to believe
it or not. Their belief led to the unveiling of the
greatest miracle of all!
The first Christmas story involved and
impacted a variety of people — an innocent
teenager, an older suitor, the poor and
marginalised, the rich and titled and many
others. Their involvement makes the story
more real and relevant to a wider audience.
As you reflect on the story, put yourself in
one of the character’s places. Does it give you
a different perspective of this miracle? Does it
increase your awe, joy, and wonder?
It is humbling to know that God divinely
persuades all people. He births faith in you
and me to help us participate in His work.
Jesus invites us to ‘come and follow me.’ What
an adventure and who knows what it will lead
to! Jesus doesn’t only want us to read stories
about Him but to co-operate with Him to
make new stories, His-tories!
In order that the body of Christ might be
shown to be a real body, he was born of a
woman. In order that his Godhead might be
made clear, he was born of a Virgin.
Thomas Aquinas (1225-1274)
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Christmas everywhere!

C

hristmas was being advertised in
October. After last year’s restrictions,
it feels all the more valuable. I thank
God for the LIGHTS, the FEASTING and the
GIFTS as they do provide a sense of warmth
and security and we know they are a shadow
of a deeper and richer experience. There is
more.
Is it like St Paul in Athens (Acts 17.1634)? Paul commended them for being
very religious, even with an altar to an
UNKNOWN GOD but he was provoked to
offer more. Paul reminded them there is a
God to whom they’ll be answerable; that they
will be judged by Jesus whom God raised from
the dead, and that they should repent and put
their faith in Jesus. Some believed!
What were the Athenians really looking
for? Was it that which we all seek – love,
happiness, security and meaning in life?
May you find in Jesus, a Light in the
darkness, a Feast that never leaves you hungry,
and a Gift that keeps on blessing with love, joy,
peace and hope. All this is available right now!

Where’s Jesus?

Christmas fact checked

B

asic fact checking is asking some simple
questions. It can be done by anyone and
we do well to know how to do it!
The enemy is a deceiver and far too often
human beings are liars, or we might be more
careful and say they are being economical with
the truth. As you fact check anything, ask the
Holy Spirit of Truth to help you discern right
from wrong, good from bad, and then use
these questions:
Who said it? Is it a reliable source?
What is said? Is it fact or opinion? Can it
be backed up by facts? Is the whole story
told? Maybe read various sources to help
here.
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iinding Jesus’ (by Winston Rowntree)
is like the book, ‘Where’s Wally’. This
Christmas shopping picture accurately
portrays today’s scenes. People enter the store
feeling calm but leave frazzled. Pause for a
moment; where do you think Jesus might be
in the picture above? At the door, the café,
with shoppers, or on the Christmas tree?
Scripture signposts where Jesus can be
found:
 The angel said ... ‘a baby wrapped in
cloths and lying in a manger’;
 Isaiah said ...‘where there is salvation,
justice, healing, peace and comfort’;
 Jesus said ...‘where two or three are
gathered’;
 Jesus said ... ‘Here I am, I stand at the
door and knock.’
‘Seek the Lord while he may be found’
(Isaiah 55:6). Do you look out for Jesus in
everyday life situations? Maybe, with the help
of the Holy Spirit, you encourage people to see
Jesus by the things you do and say. Sometimes
Jesus is in the place we least expect to find
Him. Rather thought provokingly, in the
Christmas picture above, He’s talking to Santa.
I wonder what about?

Where is the story or information shared?
Is it public or private?
When? The timing of publications reveals
a lot.
Why is this information shared?
How is it shared? The language, the tone,
the where.
You may recall the story of St Paul, in Berea,
(Acts 17:10-12). As the noble Berean Jews
received his message with great eagerness,
they ‘examined the Scriptures every day to see
if what Paul said was true’. They were factchecking what they heard. As a result, many of
them believed!
C S Lewis is known to have been an atheist,
but his remarkable story from abandoning
Christianity to being one of its strongest
advocates may be described as a fact checking
exercise.
I wonder if you believe the miraculous
story of the virgin birth of Jesus? Have you
ever fact checked it? I believe the Lord does
not want us to be ignorant and that He gives
us all we need to bring us to a place where we
can make a reasoned choice, and He also gifts
us with faith to help us believe. I believe Jesus
was born of a virgin called Mary, do you?

Christmas Fun and Facts!
Christmas banned?
In 1644 Christmas celebrations were made
illegal in England, and soon after, in the
English Colonies in America, too. At that
time, members of the government felt that
the religious meaning of Christmas had
been forgotten, and so banned the holiday
festivities. Some people still celebrated in
secret, however, until Christmas was once
again legal … almost twenty years later!

Some Christmas Traditions
Many of the festive traditions we have in the UK
today came about in the Victorian era – such as
Christmas cards, gift-giving and crackers, as well
as traditional foods like mince pies and roast
turkey! Queen Victoria and her husband Prince
Albert were huge fans of Christmas.
Christmas or Xmas?
The name Christmas comes from the old
English phrase Cristes maesse, which means
‘Christ’s mass’. But what about ‘Xmas’? Lots
of people think this is just a modern-day
abbreviation – but it actually dates back to the
16th century! The ‘X’ is said to represent the
Greek letter ‘Chi’– the first letter in the Greek
word for Christ, Χριστός (pronounced Christos).
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Christmas Appeal and Future Vision
In the November REVIVE issue there was an
insert with two areas for your attention.
Our Christmas Appeal: I’m thrilled to say
that so far we have received approximately
45k!! Praise the Lord – God is good! With
winter, the pandemic and our closure
in January, our income has fallen. Your
generous response enables us to do necessary
maintenance and pay every day expenses
and, most importantly, to remain open to our
guests so they may encounter Jesus. We need
at least £20k a month in donations and £20k
in fees to keep CCHC open.
Our Future Vision: We asked you to please
dream with us about the future and our going
forward. A number of folk have sent in words
and pictures. Thank you very much. Please
continue to pray that God shows us His plans
for our land and Centre, that CCHC may be
more relevant with greater peace, presence
and power from the Lord, for such a time as
this.
Prayer Requests
 Vision seeking for our land, buildings and
generally as we go forward to be real and
relevant today in a world that needs Jesus;
 for staff to be blessed, refreshed and
protected during the Christmas and
January break.
 for a good take up of the first quarter of
the 2022 programme .
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