Chaplaincy – the Paraclete at work
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he Greek word Paraclete (John
15.26) used for the Spirit of God,
can be translated in many different ways:
Alongsider, Comforter, Advocate, Counsellor, Helper...to name a few.

Our Chaplaincy Team is rich with experience, people who have followed Jesus
for many years, and whose life experience and the Spirit’s gifting mean that
the lives of guests are often touched
mightily by the Lord. As I reflect on how
we are to show the love of Christ, without taking attention away from Christ, I
acknowledge that it is difficult for people
in this sort of ministry. I wonder if you
find that too as you seek to love people
with the compassion of Christ without
letting yourself get in the way. We all
need to be so careful and disciplined
with our boundaries! In a sense, some
social distancing is always vital! ‘Teach us
Lord, to love as you love, that people will
not mistake our actions for your saving,
healing work.’
After a number of decades of Parish ministry, it thrills me to see the Hand of God
at work the way I get to at CCHC. When
we are open, as we are now thank God,
it is a daily experience to witness lives
being transformed, ransomed, healed,
restored and forgiven—the Kingdom of
God breaking in, as He promised He
would do!

The extension of COVID-19 restrictions
means that we are unable to host
Thanksgiving Day on 3rd July.
We have, therefore, made the decision to postpone our annual celebration until later in the year. Once we
settle on a date we will let you know.

CCHC Prayer Requests

• For our up-and-coming events, including: Healing Space for residential
guests, Transformational Encounter
(July 30-Aug 1), Families Weekend (Aug
20-22), Relaunch retreat for youth and
families workers (August 25-28).
• For God’s power and presence to be
manifest in all we do.
• Thanksgiving for God’s provision, protection and abundant faithfulness!

Some trust in chariots and some in horses,
but we trust in the name of the LORD. Psalm 20v7

I

s encountering something of God the
same as encountering God Himself?
Hearing a description of the cascading
waters at the Victoria or Niagara Falls, or
the brilliant autumn colours at Sheffield
Park or the spectacular Northern lights, is
not the same as seeing them.

Is trusting in God the same as trusting the
people and/or provisions God uses to
bring about His work? Only God is completely good and without fault, and whilst
people or money or CCHC can be used by
God to achieve His results, placing our
trust in them WILL fall well short of the
complete trustworthiness of God.
I received this valuable lesson recently. I
participated in a Christian event that I was
attracted to because of the reputations of
the place and person involved. I gained
from the experience but, to be honest, it
didn’t reach the height I had hoped it
would. The Lord simply said, ‘You placed
your trust in a person and place – not in

Me’. It was a sobering lesson.
There is a fine balance between trusting in
the Lord, without whom our lives are literally in danger, and trusting in those people and things the Lord uses, without
whom the Lord will find other ways of
achieving His purposes. We can do without people and things but we cannot do
without God. Thank God that He gives us
people and things, and trusts us not to
allow them to become more than they
should be!
We, you and me, have a part to play in
bringing about God’s kingdom, unless of
course we are trying to build our own
kingdom. In this REVIVE! Newsletter, I
want to share some of the things CCHC
does, and which the Lord uses to reach
out to people with healing love, peace and
grace. Take time to consider how He uses
you, toward the same end.
Trust in the Lord with all your heart!

With love and prayers, Steve

..................................................................................

Crowhurst Christian Healing Centre has a vision to advance the Kingdom of God

My life – a signpost to God
Hospitality – He’s preparing
a place for you

Food – the BBQ cooking Christ

C

an my life, my home, my work be
a signpost to Jesus and His Kingdom; without me getting in the way?

‘G

Welcome - a gift from God

J

esus invites
us to follow
him. In other
words, he is saying: ‘You are very
welcome here,
with me.’ We
believe
and
trust, that God
draws people to CCHC. He may use our
website or Facebook, word of mouth,
this REVIVE Newsletter even, but we
believe it’s Him – He is the attraction.
When our brilliant Bookings Team (part
of the Administration Department)
answers our phones or responds to a
call at reception and sensitively deals
with each enquiry, you might conclude
how patient or kind or considerate they
are – and you would be right! Taking
Jesus as our model and with the help of
God, we are able to reflect something
of the light of Christ and this is attractive. I trust you know something of that
experience – Christ draws us to himself
and uses people and technology, and
multiple other ways, to do it.
In what ways has the Lord used you
recently to draw people to himself?

Garden and Maintenance –
master craftsmen

T

here is no record in Scriptures
that Jesus ever made a bed or
cleaned a loo, is there? I remember
being taught to clean a loo here at
CCHC. I was shown once and then told
to do the next one myself! (see John
13.12-15). I was quite daunted to
achieve the excellent high standards
that our Hospitality Team maintain.
Our rooms, the cleanliness with attention to detail, are raved about.
Keith Green sings a song called, ‘ I
Can’t Wait To Get To Heaven.’ In it he
says something like this:
I look around at all the beauty which
God made in six days and I know that
Jesus Christ has been preparing a
home for me and some of you for over
two thousand years. And if the world
took six days and that home two thousand years, hey man, this is like living
in a garbage can compared to what’s
going on up there.
Take some time to reflect on the place
Jesus is preparing for you!
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ood glorious food, hot sausage and
mustard’ was memorably sung in the
musical, Oliver, by a bunch of children in an
orphanage, imagining a better life. Food and
table time are places of drama, teaching
and revelation in the Gospels.

We have found that to be true here at CCHC
– even with social distancing. It’s amazing
how God can use meal times to break in,
and how the delicious food cooked by our
Kitchen Team can almost act like a lubricant
to God at work, like gravy may be to a meal.
We’ve seen guest meals left to get cold,
while conversations fired up. Try to imagine
being present the morning Jesus rose from
the dead when he cooked his disciples fish
on a BBQ. What might they have answered,
if Jesus asked, ‘So how was the fish?’
We went to a Fawlty Towers drama production in a 3-star hotel once in London. It was
a 3-course meal served by actors called Basil, Sybil and Manuel. It was meant to be,
and was, literally chaos but great fun. I remember ‘Basil’ asking me how the meal
was. You won’t be surprised, that in spite of
the fact that the chicken was tough , I said,
‘It was fine, thank you’!
Imagine yourself on that beach with Jesus
(John 21:1-14). What would you say to him?
What is he saying to you?

od spoke to me in flowers but
I, who was waiting on words,
nearly missed the conversation’. Ingrid Goff-Maidoff.
So many of our guests meet the Lord
in our grounds, either on a prayer
walk, at the water feature, at the
pond or just sitting on a bench! Today if you visit CCHC and have the
opportunity of talking to members
of our Maintenance and Garden
Team, you will be met with an energy and enthusiasm that is second to
none. With Christ involved in Creation and making bespoke yolks for
you and me in his carpentry shed,
the work of these staff is very close
to our Lord’s heart. The Lord loves to
see a garden nurtured and a piece of
wood planed, and when these things
are done as well as they are at CCHC,
the radiance of Christ can be seen.
When last did you sit in a garden, or
with a wooden sculpture, together
with
the
Lord... thinking of nothing but enjoying
his
company?
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