
As we approach Christmas and celebrate 
the birth of our Lord, we give thanks 
to God for what has been a full and 

varied programme at CCHC this year.
This Christmas insert highlights some of 

the events we have held in the last quarter 
of the year, and include a number of brief 
testimonies from people who have engaged 
with the Lord at CCHC, which we pray will 
inspire, bless and encourage our readers.

Alongside the programme of events, 
we have had our daily morning services, 
including the weekly Thursday morning 
Healing Service, which is also live on Youtube. 

In July, Steve and Veronica were finally able 
to take their well earned sabbatical and we 
are so thankful to Steve Clark, Colin Crook, 
Julia Lewis and Denis Smith, who all provided 
ministry cover during their sabbatical. Steve 
and Veronica arrived back feeling revived, 
refreshed and ready for new challenges!

Howard’s Well has become a popular 
feature at the Centre, with folk coming daily 
to enjoy the delicious food. David, one of our 
Chaplains writes: Howard’s Well continues 
to attract folk from the village, sometimes 
combining their local committee meetings (such 
as the Environment Group and the Youth Club) 
over a meal. A guest on the recent Advent 
Retreat was out walking and bumped into 
someone by chance from the village, who said 
they love to come as it is so peaceful, and that 
would be the testimony of many.  

Following those two difficult years of 
lockdowns, the doors are now permanently 
open, and the people are coming! The gates 
at the bottom of the path which lead to the 
station open outwards and for me this is 
significant regarding what God is doing at 
CCHC in these days. To be honest, folk coming 
here often represents for them a first impact 
of spending time in a Christian environment 
in God’s presence, receiving the love, care and 
attentiveness of all the staff – that is special in 
itself.

Mary

	 Timothy Keller

It’s almost 
too limiting to say 

that we “celebrate”… 
Christmas. We stare 
dumbstruck, lost in 

wonder, love, and praise… 
God being born into 

our world.



Healing Safari 26 - 30 September

This  five day ‘Healing Safari’ explored 
many themes related to healing, and 
being a safari, we linked each day to 

one of the big five wild animals. Each morning 
service was dedicated to one of the big five of 
Christianity, all of which stand together and 
which are the foundations of our faith and 
healing journey. Hence through the week on a 
different day, we worshipped together around 
the great realities of Christmas, Easter, the 
Ascension, Pentecost and the Second Coming 
of Jesus. Two of the guests share their 
thoughts on the week:

▶▶ ‘I came like a withered leaf, just about 
hanging onto the branch on the tree. I have 
been refuelled literally by His precious love 
and Holy Spirit.’

▶▶ ‘I came feeling a bit broken and 
overwhelmed about the future. The space 
and welcome and kindness here has 
enabled me to process lots of my pain with 
Jesus and brought me to place of peace and 
surrender’.

 The week was a wide ranging and in- depth 
look at many aspects of the healing God 
makes available for us in Jesus. We were able 
to share our honest questions, and what 
we struggle with, as well as worship Jesus 
together, the One who saves us to the very 
depths. We will one day see full complete 
healing when His kingdom comes in great 
glory. But even now we can see His kingdom 
breaking in, and we were able on many 
occasions to pray for each other’s continued 
healing in Christ. 

Andy Raine, one of the founders of the 
Northumbria Community led this 
very special weekend, which took us 

on a journey of discovery of the motivational 
gifts we have been given (listed in Romans 12), 
which are the seven to include: the prophetic, 
the server, the mercy, the giver, the teacher, the 
exhorter and the ruler. 

We learned that we all have one of these 
gifts at a basic innate level, given by God 
from birth. We can of course develop other 
capabilities and giftings as we grow, and 
receive spiritual gifts as we come to faith in 
Jesus through the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 
12). 

The final communion service was an 
affirming and commissioning service, during 
which Andy, David and Colleen all danced 
to a song called ‘My Prayer is For You’. If you 
have internet access, you can watch the dance 
on our Facebook page.

Guest feedback

David, Colleen and Andy
dancing to 

‘My Prayer is for you’.

▶▶ This was an amazing weekend! I now 
recognise my true self, rooted in Christ, but 
enabled to branch out and be. 

▶▶ Our Heavenly Father was in the welcome, 
the worship and the weekend course. Thank 
you.

▶▶ Had a fun visit with you all! Laughed loads 
and shed tears too!

Motivational Gifts  weekend 
7 - 9 October
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We are so grateful to our 150 plus 
prayer partners, whose daily 
prayers for the Centre are so 

important. A good number attended the 
weekend and shared silence, laughter and 
friendship. 

▶▶ This was possibly the best prayer 
partners weekend ever. I loved all the 
silent times of prayer, the fellowship and 
having communion each day. It was 
a time of great encouragement in an 
atmosphere of loving hospitality. Thank 
you, I am  refreshed and renewed!

▶▶ There were many Holy Spirit moments 
with guests, staff and in worship and 
prayer. Jesus’  love was shown in all 
aspects of the stay. Despite the very wet 
few days, the healing power of Jesus was 
present and tangible. Inspirational and 
challenging.  

Prayer Partners weekend
4 - 6 November

Advent Retreat: 
23 - 27 November

There were a good number at our recent 
Advent Retreat, the theme of which 
was ‘Watch for the Light’. The art room 

was a hive of activity as folk made the Advent 
Wreath and symbols to hang on the Jesse Tree. 
Below, David explains about the origins of the 
Jesse Tree. 

The Jesse Tree is a kind of Advent Calendar,  
but without the chocolate! On it hangs 
readings, from the events and characters of the 
Old Testament, as well as around the Nativity, 
all of which build up to the coming of Jesus.

The Jesse Tree is from Isaiah 11:1 ... from 
the stump of Jesse (the father of David) shall 
come ... the verses that follow in the chapter 
speak of the Messiah.

The Jesse 
Tree in 
the Small 
Chapel

Guest Feedback
▶▶ Wonderful teaching and worship. Thank 

you for all your hard, prayerful work in 
preparing this Retreat. It’s been a blessing 
and joy. God spoke prophetically to me 
through one of your guests.

▶▶ We’ve had a blessed time, recharging 
batteries and drawing on His Peace. We’ve 
been encouraged to continue in His way, 
and received sustenance for the journey by 
being in God’s presence, receiving ministry 
and worshipping together.’

 

Steve, with Eve, our longest 
serving Prayer Partner
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Book and gift shop	

It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas at 
CCHC, and there is still time to buy something 
from our selection of lovely Christian gifts, 

Christian books and Christmas cards in our gift 
shop.  

Why not take some time out to relax and 
browses in our comfortable lounge, and enjoy a 
cuppa and a slice of cake whilst you decide on 
your purchases. Or make a day of it; come to 
the morning service, stay for lunch and do your 
Christmas shopping without the noise and bustle 
of the busy shops!

The giftshop is open Monday to Friday 9.30-
3.30pm.  

These lovely mugs can be posted to you 
if you can’t get to the Centre. 

Just call the office on 01424 830204.


