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At that moment the Gﬂm of; " Ler ,
Sthelrocks split, (Matthew 27:51)

tis a scary thing to be in an earthquake!

When we had just moved to Umbria, Italy,

in 1997, a series of earthquakes began that
caused much damage to property and indeed
to life. I remember one shockwave that shook
our building for a minute. One feels so small
and fragile, aware of bigger things going on over
which we have no control.

When Jesus died on the cross, earthquakes
happened, as they did again on the day of
His resurrection (Matthew 27:51; 28:2).
Cosmic shattering events were occurring in
the purposes of God over which man had no
control. Not only did the curtain in the Temple
split in two - so did history itself. The world is
not the same. Nor are people who receive the
resurrected Lord Jesus into their lives.

Easter Day may have passed, but the impact
of this amazing day has not. The title of these
Newsletters is Revive! which comes from a
Latin word ‘o live again; and means ‘to restore
to life or consciousness, ‘to give new strength

mple was torn'in two from top to

and energy. Would you like to be revived, to
receive new life even in the midst of the troubles
the world is facing today?

Jesus’ resurrection means firstly that we are
not alone. When Mary Magdalene wept at the
tomb in her loss and sense of solitude, she turned
round and found the resurrected Jesus present,
looking directly at her, calling her by her name
(John 20:10-17). Later when He invited Thomas
to place his fingers in His wounds, we see that
Jesus actually chose to have eternal reminders of
His sufferings here on earth in His resurrected
body (John 20:24-29). The resurrection also
means therefore that He still knows, remembers
and feels every suffering we go through!

Shall we look at some of the other implications
of the earth-shattering day when Jesus rose from
the dead? Through what He did on that day, God
wants to REVIVE our lives both in the present,
and impact them for all eternity!

With love, pawé/
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Breakfast with Jesus!

From fear to freedom!

e account of the risen Jesus cooking

TEreakfast for the disciples on a Galilean

beach in John 21 never ceases to amaze!
Imagine their absolute despondency, their
incredible guilt and disappointment with
themselves after having fled and denied their
Lord at His arrest. Imagine the roller coaster
of emotions as their hopes of Jesus being the
much-anticipated Messiah were first of all
dashed at His death, and then unexpectedly
revived at His resurrection. It was all too much
so they thought they would go back to some
simple down-to-earth fishing, which at least
they knew how to do ... but they still caught
nothing!

Around an identical kind of brazier where
Peter had previously denied Jesus, he was now
being offered a welcome. ‘Come and have
breakfast!’ Jesus took, broke and shared bread,
as well as fish, in exactly the same way He had
done a few days before, inaugurating the new
covenant for the forgiveness of sin through His
own broken body. This was an offer of purging
in the fire from guilt, of forgiveness, of a fresh
start and a new life free from condemnation
and past disappointments.

Do you need to receive the risen
Lord’s offer of any of these gifts
today as He invites you to ...
‘Come and have breakfast’?

nd think of the terror the disciples
Aexperienced following Jesus death as

they hid in a house ‘with doors locked
for fear’ of the authorities (John 20:19,26).
MarKks Gospel also portrays the women
at the empty tomb, initially trembling and
bewildered, not saying anything to anyone in
their flight ‘because they were afraid’ (Mark
16:8). Are there things that cause you to
quake inside and immobilise you with fear?
Maybe fear of where the world is heading? Or
uncertainty and anxiety about the future? Do
you feel bewildered because of all the changes
that are happening and things not being the
same? Perhaps you feel hemmed in by the
pressure of the surrounding culture?

What did Jesus in His resurrected power
and glory do when the early disciples
experienced some of these things? He came
and stood before them, revealing Himself
as He showed His nail marks, and speaking
words of peace. He also breathed on them
the Holy Spirit ... which meant He was
empowering, equipping and sending them out
(John 20:19-23). The risen Lord was breaking
them out of their locked doors, transforming
them so that they could witness to the new
hope and new life they had found in their
risen Lord.

Are there any locked doors you would like
the risen Lord to come into ... and break you
out of? Ask Him now!

vvnll be free indeed. John 8°36
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After death ... LIFE!

Resurrection power is yours!

acing a firing squad is a pretty good
Ftest of your theology of death. So wrote

the Polish Jesuit missionary, Walter
Ciszek, seconds away from execution in the
Soviet Gulag camp in Norilsk where he was
incarcerated in the 1940s and 1950s. He was
reprieved, but the experience caused him to
realise to new depths the good news that Jesus
had indeed suffered death, but also triumphed
over it, breaking its chains through His
cosmos-shaking resurrection.

Death in our culture is kept at a distance
out of fear of its finality, but Jesus’ resurrection
shows that life beyond death is a certainty for
those who put their trust in Him. Bonhoeffer,
on his way to be executed, could joyfully say
that death is a beginning, not an end, and even
the key to life! Jesus said to the repentant thief,
“Today you will be with me in paradise’ (Luke
23:43). He also said in John 11:25, ‘I am the
resurrection and the life, he who believes in me
will live, even though he dies. He then asked
Martha as her brother Lazarus lay in the grave.
‘Do you believe this?’

Imagine a lowly caterpillar being told that
its constrained, earth-bound existence would
soon transform into a lithesome creature of the
air with exquisitely painted wings?

Imagine the wise old caterpillars saying ‘It
can't be, it’s a deception, its a dream!” But look
what is about to happen! ‘Where, O death, is
your victory? Where, O death is your sting’

(1 Corinthians 15:55).
‘Do you believe this? asks your risen Lord!
IMAGINE!

of Christ would be given the Spirit of

wisdom and revelation so that we would
know God better. Would you like to know
Him better? You now know what to do!

He also prays that our eyes would be
opened to see the great hope to which we are
called, the riches of our glorious inheritance,
and God’s incomparably great power. He goes
on to say that this power is none other than
the resurrection power of Christ that raised
Him from the dead and seated Him as the
ultimate authority in the universe. That's some
power!

And this power is ours, if we belong to
Christ, if we are ‘in Christ’ as Paul says. In fact,
Ephesians 1:3-14 in its original language is
one long uninterrupted sentence, in the form
of a Jewish blessing declaring who we are ‘in
Christ? God inspired blessings bring newness,
release people into a new identity, and
multiply with new life what is there already in
embryo (think of Jesus when He blessed the
five loaves and two fish!)

Take a moment to read these verses! They
say: ‘in Christ’ we are blessed with every
spiritual blessing; chosen; called to live a
holy life of worship; adopted as His children
because He wants us; loved; forgiven through
His blood shed; redeemed; lavished with
grace; part of His plan from the beginning of
time; with eyes opened to see the meaning of
life ... among other things. Can you find more?
Receive this blessing and let His resurrection
power bring you new life today!

Paul prays in Ephesians 1 that followers

If anyone is in Christ,
he is a new creation,
the old has gone,
the new has come!’
2 Corinthians 5:17




The Resurrection Love Story!

CCHC News and Prayer Prompts

whether a book or a film. John's Gospel

is full of the word love. For God so loved
the world ...” (3:16), ‘as the Father has loved
me, so have I loved you, remain in my love’
(15:9), ‘greater love has no-one that this, that
he lay down his life for his friends’ (15:13). The
Gospel finishes with words of love on the lips
of the resurrected Lord. ‘Do you love me more
than these?’ (21:15). He has loved us with
everything He has. He calls us to respond by
loving Him above everything else. If we do, His
resurrection power will flow through us. No
discouragement, disappointment, hardship,
tragedy or loss will then defeat us!

He died and rose again essentially in order
to call us home, drawing us to Himself to
know the unfathomable depths of His love.
The Resurrection is THE greatest Love Story!
We seek to respond, but like Peter in John
21:15-17, our love seems small and inadequate
in comparison. But the resurrected Lord loves
you deeply and believes in you, as He did with
Peter, entrusting you to ‘feed my sheep’

I wonder what your favourite love story is,

Take a moment to breathe in the Lords love
and belief in you! Who are the ‘sheep’
He is calling you to feed?’
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Jesus and the Lamb by Katherine Brown

ur new value statement is: At CCHC,
O the presence of God is tangibly
experienced through worship, ministry
and hospitality’ Could you please pray that
this reality is experienced with ever increasing
power in our midst?
We are so appreciative of all your prayer and
support over these last few months. Here are
some other reasons to be thankful:

¢ great retreats over the last month, including
the Easter Retreat, a Healing Weekend and
a church group who filled the house. God
thoroughly blessed all who came;

¢ on April 22", eight folks came to a Painting
Day led by Maggie Freeman. Some amazing
paintings were done on the theme: ‘Let
everything that has breath praise the Lord!
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‘We would so value your prayers for:

¢ up-and-coming Quiet Days on the
Ascension (May 25™) and Hope (June
15™); and a Teaching Day on “Transforming
Conflict’ (June 8%

¢ our regular on-going Healing Space, that
residents would powerfully. meet with God
and be refreshed by Him;

¢ Godss protection over the ministry of
CCHG, and for wisdom and strength for
Suzanne and John as they lead the work
over these next few months;

¢ Gods protection and refreshment for Steve
and Veronica while on their sabbatical in
Israel, Zimbabwe and Zambia.

Contact details: 01424 830204 You(T[T) Iki ©)]
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Email: enquiries@crowhursthealing.org.
Website: www.crowhursthealing.org.uk

PERSONAL DETAILS

Please contact us if your details have changed,
or if you no longer wish to receive these
publications.




