Crowhurs Christian Healing Centre December 2024 Newsletter

a place of Christ’s healing

ear All,

The angels said; “Glory to God in
the highest heaven, and on earth peace
S to those on whom his favour rests”” (Luke 2:14)
® Take a moment to allow these words to sink in
and anoint you with healing balm. God’s favour
| rests on you — know His peace.

Notice this sequence of events in Matthew’s
Gospel and the essence of the words. Jesus is
baptised and hears His Father’s affirming voice
€ ... this is my Son — my favoured One. Followed
by Jesus’ first teaching series emphasising
favour on people and the outcome of it; i.e.
R ‘Blessed (favoured) are the peacemakers, for they
will be called children of God.”

It’s like Jesus is saying, ‘be like me, a
peacemaker, and know your identity as a child
of God, and walk in His favour’

It's not long before Jesus finds Himself
confronted by a storm on Galilee and violent,
demon-possessed men, but these appear not
to have disturbed His core peace at all. On
the contrary, He spoke His peace into those
unsettling circumstances. The knowledge
of God’s favour and His position in God,
anchored Jesus — even when circumstances
shouted otherwise.

We'e in that waiting period; waiting for the
Lord’s return, waiting for Christmas and no
doubt finding the short days, long cold nights
and daily news, stretching us more than we like
sometimes.

In this issue of REVIVE wee reflecting on
PEACE:

¢ the promise of the angels - PEACE
¢ the promise of the prophets - PEACE;
¢ the promise of Jesus to all - PEACE.

Our prayer for you all this season is that you
will know God’s peace deep in your hearts and
souls, and that it will overflow in love and joy,
for yourself and those you meet on the way.
The peace of the Lord be always with you!

With love from all at CCHC.
L) Steve & Verouica

Crowhurst Christian Healing Centre has a vision to proclaim the Kingdom of God
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The name of God is Peace

The Priestly Blessing

The ancient Hebrew concept of peace,
rooted in the word ‘shalom, meant
wholeness, completeness, soundness,
health, safety and prosperity, carrying with it
the implication of permanence.

God: Gideon thought he was a nobody but
that's not how God sees people. God said,
“The Lord is with you mighty warrior’ and used
Gideon to call the people of Israel back from
political instability and significant religious
decline (Judges 6:12-24). The meeting was so
transformative that Gideon built a memorial
and called it ‘Jehovah Shalom — The Lord is
Peace’

Jesus: Can God rescue us from the problems
we face? Can He save us from oppressive world
powers? Can He break the power of sin and
help us deal with its consequences?” Isaiah’s
prophecies answer with a resounding YES!
(NLT Study Bible). Repeatedly, Isaiah signposts
what we are to hope and look for - PEACE. He
states ‘For to us a child is born, .... And he will be
called Prince of Peace (Isaiah 9:6).

Holy Spirit: As the flood waters during Noah's
time began to dry up, we remember the dove
returning with an olive leaf - a sign of life,
hope and peace with God. At Jesus’ baptism a
dove descends and rests on Him, symbolising
God the Holy Spirit (Matthew 3:16; Mark
1:10; Luke 3:22; John 1:32). Not surprisingly
the dove is used and seen as a symbol of peace.
Peace is one of the nine fruits of the Spirit
(Galatians 5:22-23).

Jehovah Shalom is calling you and me to
be signposts to the Prince of Peace and His
kingdom, in the power of the Spirit of peace.

Y’varekh’kha Adonai v’yishmerekha
:(May the Lord bless you and keep you)

gYa’er Adonai panav eleikha vichunekka
:(May the Lord make his face shineon
:you and show you his grace)

'Yissa Adonai panav eleikha v’yasem
:Ikha shalom
:(May the Lord lift up his face toward you:

few years ago I was prompted to learn
Ahe Aaronic blessing in Hebrew. Why?
didn’t know. Later that year we started
visiting a Jewish relative who was suffering
with terminal cancer.

We felt uncomfortable about offering to
audibly pray, lest she thought we were being
‘pushy’ On one particular visit, I had the
distinct impression the Lord said, ‘Offer to pray
today’1 asked the Lord, ‘What shall I pray?’ 1
felt, as I sometimes do, that gentle approving
smile of our Lord and I knew straight away.

I offered to pray the Aaronic blessing, in
Hebrew; for our dear relative. She was so
moved and grateful, and remembered her own
Mum praying it over her and her sisters every
day when they were growing up.

By the time we got home we had received
an email from another Jewish family member
saying they had heard what we did and how
pleased they were! Sadly, she died but I was
asked to pray the Aaronic blessing again at her
funeral which gave me an opportunity to share
something of God’s peace and love and the
hope we have in Him.

Areyou
amazed sometimes at the
way the Lord works to communicate
His love and peace with people?

Think of your own experiences of His loving
touch to you.




An Apostolic Greeting

Praying for World Peace

r I Yhe people of Israel sought a Messiah.
Many didn't think Jesus was ‘the One;
but many did! Both Jews and Gentiles

were converted to Christ. Previously there was

hatred between them but now they were trying
to find a way of living, worshipping and serving
together — in each other’s homes.

Today, disagreements between Christian
Brothers and Sisters are damaging, causing
much division and pain, and the message the
world sees is a poor reflection of the radiant
light of Christ. It is heartbreaking. How can
people with such different views hold together?

St Paul - a very learned Jewish convert
to Christianity — discovered the grace of our
Lord Jesus Christ on the Damascus Road. The
Lord gave him the mantle of being an Apostle
of the Good News, and his Biblical letters are
testimony to his new faith AND his desire to
hold and heal the divisions and disagreements.
Eleven times Paul says an extraordinary thing;
“Grace and peace to you from God our
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.”

Compare this greeting with the Aaronic
blessing. Do you notice the similarities? Grace
and Peace are still being declared BUT in
a NEW way. Notice the profound healing
additions:

GOD OUR FATHER
and

THE LORD JESUS CHRIST

God is OURS, and God is FATHER.
Jesus is LORD and Jesus is CHRIST.

The impact of the person of Jesus, and the
intimacy of God as Father, are the bonds that
can hold people together!

Whoever has ears to hear, let them hear.
Open our eyes Lord, we need to see and hear
Jesus. Amen.

Then the eyes of those who see will
no longer be closed, and the ears of
those who hear will listen.

Isaiah 32:3

« e willing to see what you don’t want to
Bsee.’ * These were the Lord’s words to

me recently as I was thinking about
intercession after reading Daniels prayer for
Israel (Daniel 9:1-19).

For centuries the church has prayed for
the promised peace on earth that Jesus came
to bring, and yet it seems to elude us. Every
Christmas we optimistically proclaim the
heavenly message of “Peace on Earth” against
a continuing backdrop of war, injustice and
everything that is the antithesis of peace.

By God’s grace, we as believers and co-
heirs with Christ have authority to stand in
the gap and represent our world before God.
We recognise the dire straits the world is in,
and the need for repentance, but perhaps we
overlook, or undervalue, the vital role of the
Holy Spirit in bringing about that repentance.
In John 16:8-11, Jesus says it is the Holy Spirit
who will bring conviction of sin, righteousness
and judgement to the world. And yet I seldom
ask for this to happen.

I shy away from looking too closely into
the horrors and evils of this world. But unless,
like Daniel, I am willing to confront and name
them for what they are, praying for the Holy
Spirit to bring conviction and repentance
where needed, my prayers for peace may

continue to feel like futile echoes in the
darkness of this world.

Lord listen! Lord forgive! Lord hear and act!

V . Daniel 9:19
eroncor




A Gift FROM God Crowhurst intercessions,

A Gift FOR God with thanksgiving
n the beginning God made ... Give thanks for: :
: I : ¢ all the generous donations, anonymous and

otherwise that we have received since the last :
REVIVE; :

¢ the brilliant year we have had — more people
than ever have been through our doors and
each one touched by our Lord;

¢ sustaining our team of staff and volunteers;
i : ¢ our new Chaplain, Stephen Gurr, and forall :

Human beings, NOT robots!

FREE WILL YOU
Isit one of Gods | have a choice.
great gifts to us?
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o : Today’s big influencers.....

| ¢ The World .

i ¢ TheFlesh . |
¢ The Devil  : Please pray for:

: i¢  our Christmas and New Year
© events;

Whd'is your battle really against?

¢ our house closure for
: significant maintenance work, staft
training and meetings;
: e 2025bookings;
: i planning of ministry, maintenance
: and garden projects going towards our
Centenary in 2028;

What can I give Him, poor as I am?
¢ CanI choose to give Him my peacemaking,
. athome, with neighbours and in His Church.

‘¢ forallinvolvedin serving the Lord here
: and for each of their families.

il  CCHC will be closed to day visitors from
. il Monday 16 December to Friday 17 January.
‘I We re-open on Monday 20th January 2025.

Contact details: 01424 830204 You{f[3 [ki ©) PERSONALDETAILS
Email: enquiries@crowhursthealing.org. Please contact us if your details have changed,

Website: www.crowhursthealing.org.uk or if you no longer wish to receive these
publications.




